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FOREWORD

This document contains the Federal Rules of Criminal Proce-
dure, as amended to December 1, 2006. The rules have been promul-
gated and amended by the United States Supreme Court pursuant
to law, and further amended by Acts of Congress. This document
has been prepared by the Committee in response to the need for
an official up-to-date document containing the latest amendments
to the rules.

For the convenience of the user, where a rule has been amended
a reference to the date the amendment was promulgated and the
date the amendment became effective follows the text of the rule.

The Committee on Rules of Practice and Procedure and the Ad-
visory Committee on the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, Ju-
dicial Conference of the United States, prepared notes explaining
the purpose and intent of the amendments to the rules. The Com-
mittee Notes may be found in the Appendix to Title 18, United
States Code, following the particular rule to which they relate.

Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary.
DECEMBER 1, 2006.
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AUTHORITY FOR PROMULGATION OF RULES
TITLE 28, UNITED STATES CODE

§2072. Rules of procedure and evidence; power to prescribe

(a) The Supreme Court shall have the power to prescribe general
rules of practice and procedure and rules of evidence for cases in
the United States district courts (including proceedings before
magistrate judges thereof) and courts of appeals.

(b) Such rules shall not abridge, enlarge or modify any sub-
stantive right. All laws in conflict with such rules shall be of no
further force or effect after such rules have taken effect.

(c) Such rules may define when a ruling of a district court is
final for the purposes of appeal under section 1291 of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648,
eff. Dec. 1, 1988; amended Pub. L. 101-650, title III, §§315, 321, Dec.
1, 1990, 104 Stat. 5115, 5117.)

§2073. Rules of procedure and evidence; method of prescribing

(a)(1) The Judicial Conference shall prescribe and publish the
procedures for the consideration of proposed rules under this sec-
tion.

(2) The Judicial Conference may authorize the appointment of
committees to assist the Conference by recommending rules to be
prescribed under sections 2072 and 2075 of this title. Each such
committee shall consist of members of the bench and the profes-
sional bar, and trial and appellate judges.

(b) The Judicial Conference shall authorize the appointment of
a standing committee on rules of practice, procedure, and evi-
dence under subsection (a) of this section. Such standing commit-
tee shall review each recommendation of any other committees so
appointed and recommend to the Judicial Conference rules of
practice, procedure, and evidence and such changes in rules pro-
posed by a committee appointed under subsection (a)(2) of this
section as may be necessary to maintain consistency and other-
wise promote the interest of justice.

(c)(1) Each meeting for the transaction of business under this
chapter by any committee appointed under this section shall be
open to the public, except when the committee so meeting, in
open session and with a majority present, determines that it is in
the public interest that all or part of the remainder of the meet-
ing on that day shall be closed to the public, and states the reason
for so closing the meeting. Minutes of each meeting for the trans-
action of business under this chapter shall be maintained by the
committee and made available to the public, except that any por-
tion of such minutes, relating to a closed meeting and made avail-
able to the public, may contain such deletions as may be nec-
essary to avoid frustrating the purposes of closing the meeting.

V)



VI AUTHORITY FOR PROMULGATION OF RULES

(2) Any meeting for the transaction of business under this chap-
ter, by a committee appointed under this section, shall be pre-
ceded by sufficient notice to enable all interested persons to at-
tend.

(d) In making a recommendation under this section or under
section 2072 or 2075, the body making that recommendation shall
provide a proposed rule, an explanatory note on the rule, and a
written report explaining the body’s action, including any minor-
ity or other separate views.

(e) Failure to comply with this section does not invalidate a rule
prescribed under section 2072 or 2075 of this title.

(Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4649,
eff. Dec. 1, 1988; amended Pub. L. 103-394, title I, §104(e), Oct. 22,
1994, 108 Stat. 4110.)

§2074. Rules of procedure and evidence; submission to Congress;
effective date

(a) The Supreme Court shall transmit to the Congress not later
than May 1 of the year in which a rule prescribed under section
2072 is to become effective a copy of the proposed rule. Such rule
shall take effect no earlier than December 1 of the year in which
such rule is so transmitted unless otherwise provided by law. The
Supreme Court may fix the extent such rule shall apply to pro-
ceedings then pending, except that the Supreme Court shall not
require the application of such rule to further proceedings then
pending to the extent that, in the opinion of the court in which
such proceedings are pending, the application of such rule in such
proceedings would not be feasible or would work injustice, in
which event the former rule applies.

(b) Any such rule creating, abolishing, or modifying an evi-
dentiary privilege shall have no force or effect unless approved by
Act of Congress.

(Added Pub. L. 100-702, title IV, §401(a), Nov. 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4649,
eff. Dec. 1, 1988.)



HISTORICAL NOTE

The Supreme Court prescribes rules of criminal procedure for
the district courts pursuant to section 2072 of Title 28, United
States Code, as enacted by Title IV ‘‘Rules Enabling Act” of Pub.
L. 100-702 (approved November 19, 1988, 102 Stat. 4648), effective De-
cember 1, 1988. Pursuant to section 2074 of Title 28, the Supreme
Court transmits to Congress (not later than May 1 of the year in
which a rule prescribed under section 2072 is to become effective)
a copy of the proposed rule. The rule takes effect no earlier than
December 1 of the year in which the rule is transmitted unless
otherwise provided by law.

Prior to enactment of Pub. L. 100-702, the Supreme Court pro-
mulgated rules of criminal procedure for the district courts pursu-
ant to two sections of Title 18, United States Code. Section 3771
authorized the Court to prescribe rules for all criminal proceed-
ings prior to and including verdict, or finding of guilty or not
guilty by the court, or plea of guilty. Section 3772 empowered the
Court to prescribe rules with respect to all proceedings after ver-
dict or finding of guilty by the court, or plea of guilty.

Proceedings Prior to and Including Verdict

By act of June 29, 1940, ch. 445, 54 Stat. 688 (subsequently 18
United States Code, §3771), the Supreme Court was authorized to
prescribe general rules of criminal procedure prior to and includ-
ing verdict, finding of guilty or not guilty by the court, or plea of
guilty, in criminal proceedings. The rules, and subsequent amend-
ments, were not to take effect until (1) they had been first re-
ported to Congress by the Attorney General at the beginning of a
regular session and (2) after the close of that session.

Under a 1949 amendment to 18 U.S.C., §3771, the Chief Justice of
the United States, instead of the Attorney General, reported the
rules to Congress. In 1950, section 3771 was further amended so
that amendments to the rules could be reported to Congress not
later than May 1 each year and become effective 90 days after
being reported. Effective December 1, 1988, section 3771 was re-
pealed and supplanted by new sections 2072 and 2074 of Title 28,
United States Code, see first paragraph of Historical Note above.

The original rules pursuant to act of June 30, 1940, were adopted
by order of the Court on December 26, 1944, transmitted to Con-
gress by the Attorney General on January 3, 1945, and became ef-
fective March 21, 1946 (327 U.S. 821; Cong. Rec., vol. 91, pt. 1, p. 17,
Exec. Comm. 4; H. Doc. 12, 79th Cong.).

Amendments were adopted by order of the Court dated Decem-
ber 27, 1948, transmitted to Congress by the Attorney General on
January 3, 1949, and became effective October 20, 1949 (335 U.S. 917,
949; Cong. Rec., vol. 95, pt. 1, p. 13, Exec. Comm. 16; H. Doc. 30, 81st

(VII)



VIII HISTORICAL NOTE

Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 17(e)(2), 41(b)(3), 41(g),
54(a)(1), 54(b), 54(c), 55, 56, and 57(a) and Forms 1-27, inclusive.

Further amendments were adopted by order of the Court dated
April 9, 1956, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on the
same day, and became effective July 8, 1956 (350 U.S. 1017; Cong.
Rec., vol. 102, pt. 5, p. 5973, Exec. Comm. 16; H. Doc. 377, 84th
Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 41(a), 46(a)(2), 54(a)(1), and
54(c).

Further amendments were adopted by order of the Court dated
February 28, 1966, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on
the same day, and became effective July 1, 1966 (383 U.S. 1087;
Cong. Rec., vol. 112, pt. 4, p. 4229, Exec. Comm. 2093; H. Doc. 390,
89th Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 4, 5, 6, 7, 11, 14, 16, 17,
18, 20, 21, 23, 24, 25, 28, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 37, 38, 40, 44, 45, 46, 49,
54, 55, and 56, and Form 26, added new Rules 17.1 and 26.1, and re-
scinded Rules 19 and 45(c).

Further amendments were adopted by the Court by order dated
December 4, 1967, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on
January 15, 1968, and became effective July 1, 1968, together with
the new Federal Rules of Appellate Procedure (389 U.S. 1125; Cong.
Rec., vol. 114, pt. 1, p. 113, Exec. Comm. 1361; H. Doc. 204, 90th
Cong.). The amendments affected Rules 45(b), 49(c), 56, and 57, and
abrogated the chapter heading ‘“VIII. Appeal’’, Rules 37, 38(b), (c),
and 39, and Forms 26 and 27.

On March 1, 1971, the Court adopted additional amendments
which were transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on March
1, 1971. These amendments became effective July 1, 1971 (401 U.S.
1025; Cong. Rec., vol. 117, pt. 4, p. 4629, Exec. Comm. 341; H. Doc.
92-57). The amendments affected Rules 45(a) and 56.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 24, 1972, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice,
accompanied by his letter of transmittal dated April 24, 1972.
These amendments became effective October 1, 1972 (406 U.S. 979;
Cong. Rec., vol. 118, pt. 11, p. 14262, Exec. Comm. 1903; H. Doc.
92-285). The amendments affected Rules 1, 3, 4(b), (c), 5, 5.1, 6(b),
7(c), 9(b), (c), (d), 17(a), (g), 31(e), 32(b), 38(a), 40, 41, 44, 46, 50, 54,
and 55.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated March 18, 1974, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same date. These amendments became effective July 1, 1974
(415 U.S. 1056; Cong. Rec., vol. 120, pt. 5, p. 7012, Exec. Comm. 2062;
H. Doc. 93-241). The amendments affected Rules 41(a) and 50.

Further amendments were proposed by the Court in its order
dated November 20, 1972, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Jus-
tice on February 5, 1973 (409 U.S. 1132 and 419 U.S. 1133, 1136; Cong.
Rec., vol. 119, pt. 3, p. 3247, Exec. Comm. 359; H. Doc. 93-46). Al-
though these amendments were to have become effective July 1,
1973, Public Law 93-12 (approved March 30, 1973, 87 Stat. 9) pro-
vided that the proposed amendments ‘‘shall have no force or effect
except to the extent, and with such amendments, as they may be
expressly approved by Act of Congress.” Section 3 of Public Law
93-595 (approved January 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1949) approved the
amendments proposed by the Court, to be effective July 1, 1975.
The amendments affected Rules 26, 26.1, and 28.



HISTORICAL NOTE IX

In its order dated April 22, 1974, the Court proposed additional
amendments which were transmitted to Congress by the Chief
Justice on the same day. The amendments were to have become
effective August 1, 1974 (416 U.S. 1001; Cong. Rec., vol. 120, pt. 9, p.
11472, Exec. Comm. 2223; H. Doc. 93-292). The effective date of the
proposed amendments was postponed until August 1, 1975, by Pub-
lic Law 93-361 (approved July 30, 1974, 88 Stat. 397). Public Law
94-64 (approved July 31, 1975, 89 Stat. 370) approved the amend-
ments proposed by the Court and further amended the rules, to be
effective December 1, 1975, except Rule 11(e)(6), to be effective Au-
gust 1, 1975. The amendments affected Rules 4, 9(a), 11, 12, 15, 16,
17(f), 20, 32(a), (c), (e), and 43, and added Rules 12.1, 12.2, and 29.1.

Technical amendments to Rules 9(b), 9(c), 16(a), and 16(b) were
made by section 5 of Public Law 94-149 (approved Dec. 12, 1975, 89
Stat. 806).

Additional amendments were proposed by the Court by order
dated April 26, 1976, were transmitted to Congress by the Chief
Justice on the same day (425 U.S. 1157; Cong. Rec., vol. 122, pt. 9,
p. 11117, Exec. Comm. 3084; H. Doc. 94-464), and were to be effective
August 1, 1976. Public Law 94-349 (approved July 8, 1976, 90 Stat.
822) delayed the effective date of the amendments to Rules 6(e), 23,
24, and 41(c)(2), and the addition of Rule 40.1 until August 1, 1977,
or until and to the extent approved by Act of Congress, whichever
is earlier. Also, it approved the amendments to Rules 6(f), 41(a),
and 50(b), to be effective August 1, 1976. Public Law 95-78 (approved
July 30, 1977, 91 Stat. 319) disapproved the amendment to Rule 24
and the addition of Rule 40.1, approved amendments to Rule 23,
and modified and approved amendments to Rules 6(e) and 41(c), to
be effective October 1, 1977.

Additional amendments were proposed by the Court by order
dated April 30, 1979, were transmitted to Congress by the Chief
Justice on the same day (441 U.S. 970, 985; Cong. Rec., vol. 125, pt.
8, p. 9366, Exec. Comm. 1456; H. Doc. 96-112), and were to be effec-
tive August 1, 1979. Amendments to Rules 6(e), 7(c)(2), 9(a), 11(e)(2),
18, 32(c)(3)(K), 35, and 41(a), (b), and (c) became effective August 1,
1979. Public Law 96-42 (approved July 31, 1979, 93 Stat. 326) delayed
the effective date of the amendments to Rules 11(e)(6), 17(h), 32(f),
and 44(c), and the addition of new Rules 26.2 and 32.1, until Decem-
ber 1, 1980, or until and to the extent approved by Act of Congress,
whichever is earlier, and modified and approved the amendment to
Rule 40 to be effective August 1, 1979. In the absence of further ac-
tion by Congress, the amendments that were the subject of a de-
layed effective date pursuant to Public Law 96-42 became effective
December 1, 1980.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 28, 1982, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (456 U.S. 1021; Cong. Rec., vol. 128, pt. 6, p. 8191,
Exec. Comm. 3822; H. Doc. 97-173), and became effective August 1,
1982. The amendments affected Rules 1, 5(b), 9(a), (b)(1), (2), (c)(1),
(2), 11(c)(1), 4), (5), 20(b), 40(d)(1), (2), 45(a), 54(a), (b)(4), (c), and ab-
rogated Rule 9(d).

An amendment to Rule 32(¢c)(2) was made by section 3 of Public
Law 97-291 (approved October 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1249.)

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 28, 1983, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
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on the same day (461 U.S. 1117; Cong. Rec., vol. 129, pt. 8, p. 10479,
Exec. Comm. 1028; H. Doc. 98-55), and became effective August 1,
1983. The amendments affected Rules 6(e), (g), 11(a), (h), 123),
12.2(b), (¢), (d), (e), 16(a), 23(b), 32(a), (c), (d), 35(b), and 55, and abro-
gated Rule 58 and the Appendix of Forms.

Section 209 of Public Law 98-473 (approved October 12, 1984, 98
Stat. 1986) amended Rules 5(c), 15(a), 40(f), 46(a), (c), (e)(2), and
54(b)(3), and added Rule 46(h).

Section 215 of Public Law 98-473 (98 Stat. 2014, as amended)
amended Rules 6(e)(3)(C), 32(a)), (2), (c¢)(@) to (3), (d), 35, 38,
40(d)(1), and 54(c), effective on the first day of the first calendar
month beginning 36 months after October 12, 1984 (November 1,
1987).

Section 404(a) of Public Law 98-473 (98 Stat. 2067) amended Rule
12.2(a). Section 404(b) to (d) of Public Law 98-473 would have
amended Rule 12.2(b) to (d), but the amendments by section 404(b)
and (d) were repealed by section 11(b) of Public Law 98-596 (ap-
proved October 30, 1984, 98 Stat. 3138) and the amendment by sec-
tion 404(c) of Public Law 98473 could not be executed because it
directed the deletion of language not found in the text of the Rule
[that defect being cured by section 11(a) of Public Law 98-596,
which amended Rule 12.2(c) and (d)]. The amendments and repeals
by section 11 of Public Law 98-596 are effective on and after the
date of enactment of Public Law 98-473 (October 12, 1984).

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 29, 1985, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (471 U.S. 1167; Cong. Rec., vol. 131, pt. 7, p. 9826,
Exec. Comm. 1154; H. Doc. 99-64), and became effective August 1,
1985. The amendments affected Rules 6(e)(3), 11(c)(1), 12.1(f), 12.2(e),
35(b), 45(a), 49(e), and 57. The amendment to Rule 35(b) was effec-
tive until November 1, 1986, when section 215(b) of Public Law
98-473 (approved October 12, 1984, 98 Stat. 2015) was to go into ef-
fect. Section 235(a)(1) of Public Law 98-473, which originally pro-
vided for an effective date of November 1, 1986, for the amend-
ments made by section 215(b) of Public Law 98-473, was later
amended by section 4 of Public Law 99-217 to provide for an effec-
tive date of November 1, 1987.

Section 1009 of Public Law 99-570 (approved October 27, 1986, 100
Stat. 3207-8) amended Rule 35(b), effective on the date (November
1, 1987) of the taking effect of Rule 35(b) as amended by section
215(b) of Public Law 98-473.

Sections 12(b), 24, 25(a), and 54(a) of Public Law 99-646 (approved
November 10, 1986, 100 Stat. 3594, 3597, 3607) affected Rules 12.2(c),
29(d), 32(c)(2)(B), and 32.1(b). The amendments to Rules 29(d) and
32.1(b) became effective 30 days after the date of enactment of
Public Law 99-646. The amendment to Rule 32(¢c)(2)(B) became ef-
fective November 1, 1987, when the amendment made by section
215(a)(5) of Public Law 98-473 went into effect.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated March 9, 1987, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (480 U.S. 1041; Cong. Rec., vol. 133, pt. 4, p. 5256,
Exec. Comm. 825; H. Doc. 100-47), and became effective August 1,
1987. The amendments affected Rules 4(c)(1), (d)(3), (4), 5(c), 5.1(a),
(), 6(a), (c), (), T(b), (c)(1), (3), 10, 11(a)(2), (c)(2) to (5), (d), (e)(2),
4), 12(h), 12.1(a), (b) to (d), 12.2(a), (b), (d), 15(a) to (e), 16(a)(1)(A)
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to (C), (b(M)(B), (2), (c), 17(a), (d), (g), 17.1, 20, 21(a), (b), 24(a), 25,
26.2(a), (c), ()(1), 30, 32(a), (c)(3)(A) to (E), 32.1, 33, 38(a)(2), (3), 40(a),
(D3, (&), (D), 41(c)D), (e), 42, 43(b), 44(a), (c), 45(e), 46(b), (d), (8),
49(b), and 51.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 25, 1988, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (485 U.S. 1057; Cong. Rec., vol. 134, pt. 7, p. 9154,
Exec. Comm. 3516; H. Doc. 100-186), and became effective August 1,
1988. The amendments affected Rules 30 and 56.

Sections 6483, 7076, and 7089(c) of Public Law 100-690 (approved
November 18, 1988, 102 Stat. 4382, 4406, 4409) amended Rules 11(c)(1)
and 54(c), and added Rule 12.3.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 25, 1989, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (490 U.S. 1135; Cong. Rec., vol. 135, pt. 6, p. 7542,
Exec. Comm. 1059; H. Doc. 101-55), and became effective December
1, 1989. The amendments affected Rules 11(c)(1), 32(a), (c), 32.1(a),
(b), 40(d), and 41(e).

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated May 1, 1990, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice on
the same day (495 U.S. 967; Cong. Rec., vol. 136, pt. 6, p. 9091, Ex.
Comm. 3098; H. Doc. 101-185), and became effective December 1,
1990. The amendments affected Rules 5(b), 41(a), and 54(b)(4), (c),
and added new Rule 58.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 30, 1991, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (600 U.S. 991; Cong. Rec., vol. 137, pt. 7, p. 9721,
Ex. Comm. 1191; H. Doc. 102-78), and became effective December 1,
1991. The amendments affected Rules 16(a), 32(c), 32.1(a), 35(b), (c),
46(h), 54(a), and 58(b), (d).

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 22, 1993, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (507 U.S. 1161; Cong. Rec., vol. 139, pt. 6, p. 8127,
Ex. Comm. 1103; H. Doc. 103-75), and became effective December 1,
1993. The amendments affected Rules 1, 3, 4(c)(1), (d), 5, 5.1, 6(e)(4),
(), 9(a) to (c), 12(1), 16(a)(1)(E), (2), (b)(1)(C), 17(a), (8), 26.2(c), (d),
(g), 32(e), 32.1(c), 40(a), (b), (d), (e), (1), 41(a), (c), (d), (g), 44(a), 46(1),
49(e), 50(b), 54(b)(3), (4), (c), 55, 57, and 58(a)(1), (b)(2), (3), (c)(2),
(A)(2), (2)(2), and added new Rule 26.3.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 29, 1994, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (511 U.S. 1175; Cong. Rec., vol. 140, pt. 7, p. 8903,
Ex. Comm. 3084; H. Doc. 103-249), and became effective December
1, 1994. The amendments affected Rules 16(a)(1)(A), 29(b), 32, and
40(d).

Sections 230101(b), (¢) and 330003(h) of Public Law 103-322 (ap-
proved September 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 2078, 2141) affected Rules 32
and 46(i)(1). The amendments to Rule 32 became effective Decem-
ber 1, 1994. The amendment to Rule 46 became effective September
13, 1994.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 27, 1995, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (614 U.S. 1159; Cong. Rec., vol. 141, pt. 8, p. 11745,
Ex. Comm. 805; H. Doc. 104-65), and became effective December 1,
1995. The amendments affected Rules 5, 40, 43, 49, and 57.
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An additional amendment was adopted by the Court by order
dated April 23, 1996, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (517 U.S. 1285; Cong. Rec., vol. 142, pt. 6, p. 8831,
Ex. Comm. 2488; H. Doc. 104-202), and became effective December
1, 1996. The amendment affected Rule 32(d)(2).

Sections 207(a) and 211 of Public Law 104-132 (approved April 24,
1996, 110 Stat. 1236, 1241) amended Rule 32(b), effective, to the ex-
tent constitutionally permissible, for sentencing proceedings in
cases in which the defendant is convicted on or after the date of
enactment of Public Law 104-132.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 11, 1997, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (520 U.S. 1313; Cong. Rec., vol. 143, pt. 4, p. 5550,
Ex. Comm. 2796; H. Doc. 105-68), and became effective December 1,
1997. The amendments affected Rules 16 and 58.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 24, 1998, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (5623 U.S. 1227; H. Doc. 105-267), and became effec-
tive December 1, 1998. The amendments affected Rules 5.1, 26.2, 31,
33, 35, and 43.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 26, 1999, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (526 U.S. 1189; Cong. Rec., vol. 145, pt. 6, p. 7907,
Ex. Comm. 1788; H. Doc. 106-55), and became effective December 1,
1999. The amendments affected Rules 6, 11, 24, and 54.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 17, 2000, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (529 U.S. 1179; Cong. Rec., vol. 146, pt. 5, p. 6328,
Ex. Comm. 7335; H. Doc. 106-227), and became effective December
1, 2000. The amendments affected Rules 7, 31, 32, and 38, and added
new Rule 32.2.

Sections 203(a) and 219 of Public Law 107-56 (approved October
26, 2001, 115 Stat. 278, 291) amended Rules 6(e)(3)(C), (D) and 41(a).

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 29, 2002, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (535 U.S. 1157; Cong. Rec., vol. 148, pt. 5, p. 6813,
Ex. Comm. 6621; H. Doc. 107-203), and became effective December
1, 2002. The amendments affected Rules 1 to 60.

Section 11019(b), (¢) of Pub. L. 107-273 (approved November 2,
2002, 116 Stat. 1825, 1826) amended Rule 16(a)(1)(G), (b)(1)(C), effec-
tive December 1, 2002.

Sections 4 and 895 of Pub. L. 107-296 (approved November 25, 2002,
116 Stat. 2142, 2256) which directed the amendment of Rule 6(e)(2),
B)(A)({1), (C)(1), (iii), effective 60 days after the date of enactment
of Pub. L. 107-296, could not be executed after the amendments of
April 29, 2002, effective December 1, 2002.

Section 610(b) of Pub. L. 108-21 (approved April 30, 2003, 117 Stat.
692) amended Rule 7(c)(1).

An additional amendment was adopted by the Court by order
dated April 26, 2004, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (5641 U.S. 1103; Cong. Rec., vol. 150, p. H2482, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 7865; H. Doc. 108-182), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2004. The amendment affected Rule 35.

Section 6501(a) of Pub. L. 108-458 (approved December 17, 2004, 118
Stat. 3760) amended Rule 6(e).
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Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 25, 2005, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (544 U.S. 1181; Cong. Rec., vol. 151, p. H3060, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 1905; H. Doc. 109-22), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2005. The amendments affected Rules 12.2, 29, 32.1, 33, 34,
and 45, and added new Rule 59.

Additional amendments were adopted by the Court by order
dated April 12, 2006, transmitted to Congress by the Chief Justice
on the same day (647 U.S. ——; Cong. Rec., vol. 152, p. H2179, Daily
Issue, Ex. Comm. 7316; H. Doc. 109-104), and became effective De-
cember 1, 2006. The amendments affected Rules 5, 6, 32.1, 40, 41, and
58.

Proceedings After Verdict

By act of February 24, 1933, ch. 119, 47 Stat. 904, as amended (sub-
sequently 18 United States Code, §3772), the Supreme Court was
authorized to prescribe general rules of criminal procedure with
respect to proceedings after verdict or finding of guilty by the
court, or plea of guilty, which became effective on dates fixed by
the Court. These rules were not required to be submitted to Con-
gress.

Rules 32 to 39, inclusive, were adopted by order of the Court on
February 8, 1946, and became effective on March 21, 1946 (327 U.S.
825). Prior rules promulgated on May 7, 1934 (292 U.S. 659), were not
specifically rescinded by that order but were superseded by these
later rules.

Amendments to Rules 37(a)(1), 38(a)(3), (c), and 39(b)(2) were
adopted by order of the Court dated December 27, 1948, and became
effective on January 1, 1949 (335 U.S. 917).

Additional amendment to Rule 37 was adopted by order of the
Court dated April 12, 1954, and became effective on July 1, 1954 (346
U.S. 941).

The Court adopted separate Federal Rules of Appellate Proce-
dure by order dated December 4, 1967, transmitted to Congress on
January 15, 1968, effective July 1, 1968. As noted above, Rules 37,
38(b), (c), and 39, and Forms 26 and 27, were abrogated effective
July 1, 1968, by that same order.

Effective December 1, 1988, section 3772 of Title 18 was repealed
and supplanted by section 2072 of Title 28, United States Code, see
first paragraph of Historical Note above.

Committee Notes

Committee Notes prepared by the Committee on Rules of Prac-
tice and Procedure and the Advisory Committee on the Federal
Rules of Criminal Procedure, Judicial Conference of the United
States, explaining the purpose and intent of the amendments are
set out in the Appendix to Title 18, United States Code, following
the particular rule to which they relate. In addition, the rules and
amendments, together with Committee Notes, are set out in the
House documents listed above.
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FEDERAL RULES OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE
Effective March 21, 1946, as amended to December 1, 2006

TITLE I. APPLICABILITY

Rule 1. Scope; Definitions

(a) Scope.

(1) In General. These rules govern the procedure in all crimi-
nal proceedings in the United States district courts, the
United States courts of appeals, and the Supreme Court of the
United States.

(2) State or Local Judicial Officer. When a rule so states, it
applies to a proceeding before a state or local judicial officer.

(8) Territorial Courts. These rules also govern the procedure
in all criminal proceedings in the following courts:

(A) the district court of Guam;

(B) the district court for the Northern Mariana Islands,
except as otherwise provided by law; and

(C) the district court of the Virgin Islands, except that
the prosecution of offenses in that court must be by indict-
ment or information as otherwise provided by law.

(4) Removed Proceedings. Although these rules govern all
proceedings after removal from a state court, state law gov-
erns a dismissal by the prosecution.

(5) Excluded Proceedings. Proceedings not governed by these
rules include:

(A) the extradition and rendition of a fugitive;

(B) a civil property forfeiture for violating a federal stat-
ute;

(C) the collection of a fine or penalty;

(D) a proceeding under a statute governing juvenile de-
linquency to the extent the procedure is inconsistent with
the statute, unless Rule 20(d) provides otherwise;

(E) a dispute between seamen under 22 U.S.C. §§256-258;
and

(F) a proceeding against a witness in a foreign country
under 28 U.S.C. §1784.

(b) Definitions. The following definitions apply to these rules:

(1) ““Attorney for the government’’ means:

(A) the Attorney General or an authorized assistant;

(B) a United States attorney or an authorized assistant;

(C) when applicable to cases arising under Guam law, the
Guam Attorney General or other person whom Guam law
authorizes to act in the matter; and

(D) any other attorney authorized by law to conduct pro-
ceedings under these rules as a prosecutor.

(2) “Court” means a federal judge performing functions au-
thorized by law.

1)
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(3) “Federal judge’’ means:
(A) a justice or judge of the United States as these terms
are defined in 28 U.S.C. §451;
(B) a magistrate judge; and
(C) a judge confirmed by the United States Senate and
empowered by statute in any commonwealth, territory, or
possession to perform a function to which a particular rule
relates.
(4) ““Judge’” means a federal judge or a state or local judicial
officer.
(5) ‘“‘Magistrate judge’” means a United States magistrate
judge as defined in 28 U.S.C. §§631-639.
(6) ““‘Oath’ includes an affirmation.
(7) ““‘Organization’ is defined in 18 U.S.C. §18.
(8) “Petty offense’ is defined in 18 U.S.C. §109.
(9) ““State” includes the District of Columbia, and any com-
monwealth, territory, or possession of the United States.
(10) ““State or local judicial officer’ means:
(A) a state or local officer authorized to act under 18
U.S.C. §3041; and
(B) a judicial officer empowered by statute in the Dis-
trict of Columbia or in any commonwealth, territory, or
possession to perform a function to which a particular rule
relates.
(c) Authority of a Justice or Judge of the United States. When
these rules authorize a magistrate judge to act, any other federal
judge may also act.

(As amended Apr. 24, 1972, eff. Oct. 1, 1972; Apr. 28, 1982, eff. Aug.
1, 1982; Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 29, 2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002.)

Rule 2. Interpretation

These rules are to be interpreted to provide for the just deter-
mination of every criminal proceeding, to secure simplicity in
procedure and fairness in administration, and to eliminate un-
justifiable expense and delay.

(As amended Apr. 29, 2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002.)

TITLE II. PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS

Rule 3. The Complaint

The complaint is a written statement of the essential facts con-
stituting the offense charged. It must be made under oath before
a magistrate judge or, if none is reasonably available, before a
state or local judicial officer.

(As amended Apr. 24, 1972, eff. Oct. 1, 1972; Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec.
1, 1993; Apr. 29, 2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002.)

Rule 4. Arrest Warrant or Summons on a Complaint

(a) Issuance. If the complaint or one or more affidavits filed
with the complaint establish probable cause to believe that an of-
fense has been committed and that the defendant committed it,
the judge must issue an arrest warrant to an officer authorized to
execute it. At the request of an attorney for the government, the
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judge must issue a summons, instead of a warrant, to a person au-
thorized to serve it. A judge may issue more than one warrant or
summons on the same complaint. If a defendant fails to appear in
response to a summons, a judge may, and upon request of an at-
torney for the government must, issue a warrant.

(b) Form.

(1) Warrant. A warrant must:

(A) contain the defendant’s name or, if it is unknown, a
name or description by which the defendant can be identi-
fied with reasonable certainty;

(B) describe the offense charged in the complaint;

(C) command that the defendant be arrested and brought
without unnecessary delay before a magistrate judge or, if
none is reasonably available, before a state or local judi-
cial officer; and

(D) be signed by a judge.

(2) Summons. A summons must be in the same form as a war-
rant except that it must require the defendant to appear be-
fore a magistrate judge at a stated time and place.

(c) Execution or Service, and Return.

(1) By Whom. Only a marshal or other authorized officer may
execute a warrant. Any person authorized to serve a summons
in a federal civil action may serve a summons.

(2) Location. A warrant may be executed, or a summons
served, within the jurisdiction of the United States or any-
where else a federal statute authorizes an arrest.

(3) Manner.

(A) A warrant is executed by arresting the defendant.
Upon arrest, an officer possessing the warrant must show
it to the defendant. If the officer does not possess the war-
rant, the officer must inform the defendant of the war-
rant’s existence and of the offense charged and, at the de-
fendant’s request, must show the warrant to the defendant
as soon as possible.

(B) A summons is served on an individual defendant:

(i) by delivering a copy to the defendant personally;
or

(ii) by leaving a copy at the defendant’s residence or
usual place of abode with a person of suitable age and
discretion residing at that location and by mailing a
copy to the defendant’s last known address.

(C) A summons is served on an organization by deliver-
ing a copy to an officer, to a managing or general agent,
or to another agent appointed or legally authorized to re-
ceive service of process. A copy must also be mailed to the
organization’s last known address within the district or to
its principal place of business elsewhere in the United
States.

(4) Return.

(A) After executing a warrant, the officer must return it
to the judge before whom the defendant is brought in ac-
cordance with Rule 5. At the request of an attorney for the
government, an unexecuted warrant must be brought back
to and canceled by a magistrate judge or, if none is reason-
ably available, by a state or local judicial officer.
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(B) The person to whom a summons was delivered for
service must return it on or before the return day.

(C) At the request of an attorney for the government, a
judge may deliver an unexecuted warrant, an unserved
summons, or a copy of the warrant or summons to the
marshal or other authorized person for execution or serv-
ice.

(As amended Feb. 28, 1966, eff. July 1, 1966; Apr. 24, 1972, eff. Oct.
1, 1972; Apr. 22, 1974, eff. Dec. 1, 1975; July 31, 1975, eff. Dec. 1, 1975;
Mar. 9, 1987, eff. Aug. 1, 1987; Apr. 22, 1993, eff. Dec. 1, 1993; Apr. 29,
2002, eff. Dec. 1, 2002.)

Rule 5. Initial Appearance

(a) In General.

(1) Appearance Upon an Arrest.

(A) A person making an arrest within the United States
must take the defendant without unnecessary delay before
a magistrate judge, or before a state or local judicial offi-
cer as Rule 5(c) provides, unless a statute provides other-
wise.

(B) A person making an arrest outside the United States
must take the defendant without unnecessary delay before
a magistrate judge, unless a statute provides otherwise.

(2) Exceptions.

(A) An officer making an arrest under a warrant issued
upon a complaint charging solely a violation of 18 U.S.C.
§1073 need not comply with this rule if:

(i) the person arrested is transferred without unnec-
essary delay to the custody of appropriate state or
local authorities in the district of arrest; and

(ii) an attorney for the government moves promptly,
in the district where the warrant was issued, to dis-
miss the complaint.

(B) If a defendant is arrested for violating probation or
supervised release, Rule 32.1 applies.

(C) If a defendant is arrested for failing to appear in an-
other district, Rule 40 applies.

(3) Appearance Upon a Summons. When a defendant appears
in response to a summons under Rule 4, a magistrate judge
must proceed under Rule 5(d) or (e), as applicable.

(b) Arrest Without a Warrant. If a defendant is arrested without
a warrant, a complaint meeting Rule 4(a)’s requirement of prob-
able cause must be promptly filed in the district where the offense
was allegedly committed.

(c) Place of Initial Appearance; Transfer to Another District.

(1) Arrest in the District Where the Offense Was Allegedly
Committed. 1f the defendant is arrested in the district where
the offense was allegedly committed:

(A) the initial appearance must be in that district; and

(B) if a magistrate judge is not reasonably available, the
initial appearance may be before a state or local judicial
officer.

(2) Arrest in a District Other Than Where the Offense Was Al-
legedly Committed. 1f the defendant was arrested in a district
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other than where the offense was allegedly committed, the ini-
tial appearance must be:

(A) in the district of arrest; or

(B) in an adjacent district if:

(i) the appearance can occur more promptly there; or

(ii) the offense was allegedly committed there and

the initial appearance will occur on the day of arrest.

(8) Procedures in a District Other Than Where the Offense

Was Allegedly Committed. 1f the initial appearance occurs in a

district other than where the offense was allegedly committed,
the following procedures apply:

(A) the magistrate judge must inform the defendant
about the provisions of Rule 20;

(B) if the defendant was arrested without a warrant, the
district court where the offense was allegedly committed
must first issue a warrant before the magistrate judge
transfers the defendant to that district;

(C) the magistrate judge must conduct a preliminary
hearing if required by Rule 5.1;

(D) the magistrate judge must transfer the defendant to
the district where the offense was allegedly committed if:

(i) the government produces the warrant, a certified
copy of the warrant, or a reliable electronic form of ei-
ther; and

(ii) the judge finds that the defendant is the same
person named in the indictment, information, or war-
rant; and

(E) when a defendant is transferred and discharged, the
clerk must promptly transmit the papers and any bail to
the clerk in the district where the offense was allegedly
committed.

(d) Procedure in a Felony Case.
(1) Advice. If the defendant is charged with a felony, the
judge must inform the defendant of the following:

(A) the complaint against the defendant, and any affida-
vit filed with it;

(B) the defendant’s right to retain counsel or to request
that counsel be appointed if 